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New Broom Brings
Sweeping Changes

The Blue Flier is delighted to report that the newly
appointed Principal of Woodburn Central School, Mr
Rob Walker is already having a BIG impact on the
school.

Mr Walker, already being dubbed “the Phantom -
Ghost Who Walks” (we guess that he is used to it),
through his very positive approach, strong support
for the concept of K-12 schools and very definite
ideas about the role of teachers has already proved a
popular choice with parents and the wider school
community.

Within days of taking up his appointment Mr Walker
was seen in the streets and business houses of the
Woodburn CBD. Several shopkeepers noted that this
was something they hadn’t seen for decades. We
encourage him to repeat this in the other villages of
the Mid-Richmond and Evans Head.

We know of a number of students who have returned
after being withdrawn from Woodburn at the end of
last year. We are also ayare that a number of parents,
of both Secondary and Primary students, who had
intended to remove their children, decided to “give
the new principal a chance”. They are pleased with
their decision.

Quite a few parents have remarked on how nice it is
to hear teachers making positive comments about the
school - even some who were very critical last year.

We applaud Mr Walker’s efforts to date and trust that
parents and the community will work with him to
continue the process of winning back Woodburn
Central’s good name.

ALP Dilemna

(or double standards)

As mentioned in previous issues, the ALP candidate
for Clarence has been one of the most vocal
advocates of siting secondary education facilities for
the Mid-Richmond at Evans Head. This is despite
half the site being on land that a previous ALP
government had declared a Wetland & a 1991
Aboriginal land claim on the site. Now he is reported
to be putting pressure on leaders of the Aboriginal
Community to allow the school development to
proceed. So much for “the first Koori to be elected to
the NSW Legislative Assembly”. Obviously some
things are more important.

Community Fears
Justified

Information released by Richmond River Shire
Council, in response to a requast under Freedom of
Information legislation (FOI), and supplied to us by
the Mid Richmond School Acztion Committee, has
confirmed what many in the Mid-Richmond
community and some in the media have long
suspected.

The documents show that the long standing push for a
Mid-Richmond High School to be located at Evans
Head has nothing to do with education or
demographics, but rather property development.
Surprise, surprise!!!

In 1987-88 a “Forward Planning Strategy” for Evans
Head was developed by Council. Pivotal to the
strategy was the acquisition of the current Evans Head
Primary School site for commercial development.

The acquisition of the Primary School site would haye
enabled Council to close off Ozk Street and a section
of Waoodburn Street. Cypress Street was to become
the main access to Evans Head from the Pacific
Highway at Woodburn.

Also crucial to this grand plan was to convince the
Department of Education to commit itself to building a
combined Primary and High School on land on the
corner of Cypress and Woodturn Streets, which it
had relinquished because approximately 50% fell
within the boundaries of SEFP 14 Wetland #147.
This land is the notorious “school site” at Evans
Head.

In an effort to persuade the department the then Shire
Clerk David Miller wrote, in a letter to the Department
of Education on 19 May 1988 that:

S.E.P.P. No. 14 does not exclude wetlands from
being developed. Wetlands can be filled and thus
destroyed with the consent of Council and the

concurrence of the Department of Environment and ~—

Planning subject to Clause 7(2) of the Policy.”

This is hardly a good example for the council to be
setting for the rest of the community and may well
explain its inaction over the devastation of the
Bungawalbyn wetlands recently. Makes a mockery of
claims that a school on that site could be a “Centre of
Excellence in Environmental Education.

We look forward to the next development.



" COUNCIL’S DAY OF SHAME

At its February meeting, Richmond River Shire
Council passed a motion introduced by Cr Malcolm
Olive aimed at protecting UNDECLAREDWETLANIS.
An admirable action and not before time after the
events in the Bungawalbyn area last year.

HOWEVER, at that same meeting the amended
Development Application for Stage 1 of the Iron
Gates development was approved. The approval
requires the developers to build an access road
through a DECLARED SEPP 14 Wetland(#147) to
feed mto Wattle Street at Evans Head.

As the map below shows, the road will have to go
through the most sensitive part of the Wetland - the
tidal neck.

On the one hand the council, in the words of
“dismissed” mayor (his word, not ours) David
Parkinson, “(nceds)...to have the sensitive areas
identified so we can put in place proper regulatory
controls.” yet on the other hand is continuing its war
on Wetland #147, :

It is a great shame that council does not share the
views expressed in the Editorial of the Januvary 1995

Rivertown Times,

The map below shows Wetland #147 prior to
council’s intervention, by secret meetings, to have the
boundary changed to exclude “the school site”,

Council decided to defer the developer’s contribution
towards the upgrading of Iron Gates Rd - despite the
recommendation of its Planning de ent! This
decision means that the ONLY sealed access to the
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development will be the road to be built through
Wetland #147!

Everyone should be asking their Counciltors -
* Why not upgrade the existing Iron Gates Road and
leaye the Wetland alone?

An horest answer would refer to the supposedly
“dead in the water” Forward Planning Strategy for
Evans Head and its proposal for a system of ring
roads around Evans Head - including the access road
to kron Gates from Wattle Street.

Another httle gem to come out of this Strategy was
the REAL reason for the closure of minway 1432,

According to the December 1993 edition of the
Rivertown Times Bi cMahon, in his teport to
council (as Shire Engineer), said that the nmway had
reached the state that it had to be upgraded (at a cost
of $100,000) or closed.

One could be forgiven for believing that runway
1432 was dehiberately allowed to get to this run down
condition because in his report to Council 5 years
earlier (3/5/88) he proposed the closure of this
runway to remove restrictions on building heights in
the flight path and to allow *“An additional 148
residential lots between Carrabeen St, runway 1836,
the Woodburn-Evans Head Rd and the proposed
industrial estate”,

This councit kas a real credibility problem! It has for
too many years treated the residents and ratepayers of
the area hikke mushrooms - kept in the dark and fed
butishit. Remember this come September.

SEPP 14 WETLANDS
1688 Revised Boundaries
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- Lismore Greens
PO Box 125 Lismore,
NSW 2480

Fax 066 222 676

ph. 222 618
2378793.

To: D.M. Jones,
Attention Basil Rice

Dear Sir,
Re. DA 149/92 LEC 40090/93 Iron Gates, Negotiation.

Following our phone conversation this morning I have
contacted Mr. Ralph James to organise a meeling in the eariy
part of this week, in Lismore to negotiate an out of court
settlement over the above matter.

As you are aware the next call over in the Land and
Environment Court is set for August 31st. The Environmental
Defenders Office who appear for us in this matter have been
instrucied to continue with the documentation to constitute
proceedings on foot uniess a settiement can be negotiated
before that date.

I look to acluevmg an equitable setilement mthout unduly
escalating the litigation costs

If you could obfain instructions from your client as soon as
possible and confact Mr James office to set up a meeting, I am
sure the above mattler could be resolved expeditiousiy.

- Youys Faithfully,

U
F-% Ochlack
Media /Research Officer.

c<. Ralph James and Associates
Maria Comino .. _Environmental Defenders Office



IRON GATES

What do you think ?

Here are some facts

Yes the developement is big 650 houses and will supply jobs and a temporary

boost to the local economy: However this will be shortlived once building has slowed and
new inhabitants ( Possible 2000) start filling the vacancies.
Yes the developement will affect fishing and water quality generally destroying precious fish
breeding and feeding habitat this means less whiting bream flathead and crab etc and an
increase in Red Spot and other diseases.
Yes tourism and general activity in and around Evans Head will increase

Leading too:- more business and services

lots more cars, boats, jetskis, fishermen, surfers, beachgoers etc
more crime, street drinking, drugs, violence and policing

more pollution air, water, soil, noise

less quiet times ,peaceful fishing, family picnics and get togethers lone

surfing, beers with the boys and cuppas with the ladies.

Yes some odd looking strangers have come to support local protesters of this developement
because most of them have seen disasterous results of such inappropriate developement in
other places. They are totally against the unnecessary access road through Wetlands,
Rainforest and tidal mangroves allowing the release of Acid Sulphate run off destroyinging
aquatic life. Maiming and killing a myriad of wildlife including throwing injured Koalas and
Possums into burning log heaps

This is in addition to the resulting damage to the adjacent riverbank, mudflats, over hanging
trees marine life ect by inhabitants of the new estate.

.Damage to and the disrespect of the Indigneous Peoples middens and burial sites .

There are alternatives :

- aless intense more enviromentally sound developement,

- creating more local employment with light and sensitive industry,

- replanting and repairing unecessary new access road and creating pleasant
and educational meandering nature path in its place serving both locals and tourists,

This developement which is being carried out Gold Coast people ,finance and machinery has
the potential of changing the face of Evans Head forever .

Have your say

Ring Write or Fax local papers, radio Local and State Politicians
Harry Woods local member Bob Carr Premiere NS, W,
Pam Allen  Min Environment lan Causley Federal Member
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Lremier Cary, under you: Semment the destruction of keals
habitat has escalated fo such an extent that grass m s groups |
believe the govern nments aim is {0 escalute the exfingtio of this
species, :

= i =

Inl3 years of opération, Ausiralians

Staff of NPWS have szid o record that *
habitat conflict, then tha koalas have to go.”

The public who voisd for you and YOUr governmets
wWere gelting & Premier with reai green (redentials.
Minister foy the Environment has broken 41! the ele

she made conceming the koala.
responsibility or Compassion,
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Distespect and Dishonesty at Iron Gat

; - . | - . o & o
conizoversy since the 1980s, and afiér years of court cases apI
first'stage hag commenced justa few weeks 2 g0 The development sit
uniye nakitat areas of hitora! rainforest, wetlands, mangroves, open
woodlands and paperbark swattp. The whole area contaite many

| speciss of fiora and fauns, including a siificant koala Population, ;
develepment 3 dikély 1o camse 1is Jocal extin ctiom, In a statemert g
expert from the AKF,

Bandjalang® elder and waditional owner of the site, Mx Taswzence Wilson,
called for the constryction of tha road ito stop following the destructios
Aboriginal sites; a midden and group of searred trees, “The midden i
-, because it shoyws the oceupation of this avss by the Bandjalan
- thousand years. The group ofiscarred trees hra very sacred becatise: - mark
the Pla(.‘k_‘ thfe E!igh't Baj‘ldjaii{ng WarTiogy Were massat J-'E d @ aﬂyfﬂ‘ﬁs C.e'-\ oI

Protesters halted consaruction on e road dast Thursuay afiernoon, and wers
| successful in getting a meeking witk the develaper, Mr Gragme Ingles, = .:l:
scheduled for Friday morning. Bui Friday’s negotiations-were not &6 rutthul
with'the developar falling i recopmise the imporfance of thesa sites and
claiming fo Lesponsivility for thejr destrietion. At this stzge Mr Wils
that'cotstructipn of the read nist be stopped. Protesters were then
n prevenfing any flirther Work on the road for the vst of the day. |

The National Parks and Wildlife Service ave parrently ir:,s-gsﬁ%g%ig;g he case, but
at this stage have not commitred themselves w prosecuting ¢ @ developer,
despite clearevideence that these sites have been knowin iy Vaolaved,
Representatives for Mr Wilson are zlso seeking an Literim conservation order
under commonvaalth culiaral heritage legislation o prevent any rurther ¢
damauze to these sites, Pailing this, the traditivnal awners are expected fo seek
acourt injunction to stop furfier development.

The site of the road construction is also within a parce] of land cumently the

| subject of a Native Title alaim by Mr Wilson on behalt of the Bandjalang clan.
Effectively, once a native tile claiit is loggzed no further developmentis
allowed to take plage on e subjoct land Gntil a determination hzs been made.
As suchconstruttion of thezoad at Longates coniravenes the Mative Title Act.

MMW\; pivery by the iradniongl wmers for this wark, The !
development 1812159 considered athreat to sensitive wetland argas ancl
endangered faura habitats. s
:. Envirormental groups and studsnt activitsts are concerted that&-g?ﬁo@n&iﬁ
| consent conditions have been breached and that the development may also

contravene the Clean Waters Aot and State etvironmental anning policies,
The Richmond Clarence Greens are taking the developers.to the Laad and .
‘Environment Court over these issues, .
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Protestorsivare back iy action first thing Monday msrning (25.7.98
constrizciior was schedulaganeesume. My Wehiesvhas aprealed o pro
not wbreakeither Aboriginal or white laWw in frying to defend the site
cight of incivaduals bt be arested if they wishis respected. On Monday
attivists were amested for obstruction and intfimidation, Protest o
would alse like fothank the Police who were instrusental in gotting
T negobations With the developer underway and the SRC for their sup
action. Butthe situation requires much more active support front'o
concerned eammatity members, in light of the disrespectand dis
showiion thepart of the developers and their hired contractars:

What You Can Do

1. Came o the diredtiaction blockade and get your festayat i Contact
Jamdeor Claire 2t the SRC o4 (218280} 0r the Richmond Clarence G on
(222618 for furtherinformation on this issue, ransporedetalls dnd ditoctions:

| 2 Wiite to Prenvier Bob Carrarp Fax Him on 02 228-3934 ard tell him =.~..',-;.1
you feel about the vandalism at [rongates. :
i I
3 Contact Inglés & Partriers (the develepers) and exprgss yeur pulrag
there disrespact af our cultural and enyironmental hentage by phone tn {7
3BL133) vr by Faxon (073 386246). - B
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14 July, 1995

The Ingleé Group
P O Box 558
SURFERS PARADISE, QLD 4217

Dear Mr Ingles

I refer to my earlier letters of 21 April and 2 May 1995 regarding the Iron Gates

development. 1 understand construction of the access road to the development is about to
commence.

On Friday 16 June the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) were informed that the
endangered Black-necked Stork has been recorded on the site. The Black-necked Stork is
listed on Schedule 12 of the Endangered Fauna Interim Protection Act as an endangered
species. Consequently it is necessary for you to make an assessment of the significance of
the use of this site for the Black-necked Stork and consequently whether or not a Fauna
Impact Statement (FIS) and Secticn 120 licence may be required, prior to commencing any
works.

Obviously this is a similar and related issue to that raised in the previous letters. It would be
NPWS’s preference for the entire development to be considered in one FIS, as requested in
our letters of 21 April and 2 May 1995.

Please note that should you decide to proceed without due regard for this matter NPWS will
consider utilising the legal mechanisms available to it as outlined in our earlier

correspondence. Should you wish to discuss this matter further please do not hesitate to
contact me at this office.

Yours faithfully

Alan Feely
Manager, Northern Zone

for DIRECTOR-GENERAL

ciC Richmond River Shire Council
P O Box 378
CASINO, NSW 2470
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PO Box 558
SURFERS PARADISE, OLD 4217 : | SERVICE

“IM AD0TS
it reference:

Your refarance:

" Dear Mr Ingles
IRON GATES DEVELOPMENT

{ understaud your Company is undertzking the devclopment of a subdivision at Iron Gates, ncar
Evans Head on the north coast. The site is known habitar for endaugered farwe, particularly the
Koala and thrcatened Bush Thick-kase. The Tron Gates sitz also provides potential habitat for a
number of other endangered fauna species listed on Schadule [2, namely the Brushtailed
Phascogale, Grass Owl, Queensland Blossom Bat, Ground Parrot, White-eared Monarch, Glossy
Black Cockatoo, Commen Planigale and 2 number of bat species. The Iron Gates site is within a
broader arez of higher biodiversity which can function as z wildlifs corridor of state significance.

On 15 March 19935 the National Pasks and Wildife Service (NPWS) advised Richmoad River

Council that the development application for this area was inadsquate, particularly in relation to

endangered fauna, NPWS requested a Fauna Impact Statement (FIS) be prepared and zpplication be

made for a Se tion 120 licence, Director’s requirements for the FIS had been provided to Council

by NPWS on -5 August 1992, Richmond Rivar Council graated consert to the development

application on 16 March 1995 without the requirement for the FIS. In December 1993 Mr Al

Oshlak sought in the Lard and Environment Court to have th: developroent consent dzclared void.

Justice Stein iv his judgement concluded “thar the decision taken by Councii was one which was

reasonably open to it to make. This conclusion does not mean thai the Court nizcessarily agrees with

the decision.™ and “however, this finding does rot necessarily end thz matter of whether an FIS is

required for the development. There mcy siill be o need for an FIS under 5120 of the Narionza! Parks

and Wildlife Act, indeed, this was strongly recommended by the National Parks and Wildlife Service

in its letter 10 Council.™ NPWS also advised your Company in the J:tier of 22 April 1993 of the

need to address the licensing requirements of Section 120 of the National Parks and Wildlife Acc Notchern Zone
4 . ' ol GIO House

Site icspections were uncertaken by NPWS on 3 and 19 April 1995. It was confimied that some 74 Moonee Strect

development works had commenced, appearicg Lo be the clearing of yegcetation for SLIVEy purposes.  Cof(s Harbour NSY

Your Corapany does not yet hold 2 Section 120 licence for the cite, zlthough inspection of the site 4 srralia
does indicate the site is heavily used by Koalas. ! PO Box 914
Coffs Harbour 2450

Conszquently 1 am now formally advising you that you will be in breach of the National Parks and Fax: (066) 516 187
Wildlife Act if the development takes or kills any ¢ndangered fzuna unless you have been issued Tel: (066) 515 946
with a Naticnal Parks and Wildlifc Act 1974 Section 120 Gzneral Licence, This licence authorises,
subject 10 various conditions, the taking or killing of any protected fauna ia the course of carryicg Head Office

out specified development or specifisd activities, In order io obtain a Section 120 licence it is 43 Bridge Strest
necessary 10 complete = FIS (FIS). As noted above, the Dirzetor’s requirsments for this wer¢  Hyrseville NSW
forwarded on 25 August 1992,

Australia

PO Box 1967
Hurstville 2220
Fax: (02) 585 655¢
Tel: (02) 585 6444 ‘



I3
d=

"85 13:13 S'066 221867 S L T

s

“Take” includes significzant modificadon of habital. As yowr development appears to involve,
among other things, clearing of fzuna habitat T am also requesting <hiat all works on the site ccase
until such time 2s the FIS anc associzied Section J20 licence have been determined.

Please note that should you take or kill any protected fauna (inciuding habitat modification) you
may be in breach of the Natioral Parks and Wildlife Act 1974. The penalty provisiors for breachas
of this section of the Act include imprisonment for a period of up to two years and a fine not
exceeding $100,000 penalty units,

The Minister for the Environment has power to issue a Stop Work Order pursuant to Section §2E
National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974, or an Interim Protcction Order pursuant to Section 91
National Parks and Wildlife Act, to protect protected fauna.

You will note from the zbove that NPWS is taking this matter verv seriously. I would ask that you
provide an immediate written résponse to this letter.

Should you wish to disctss this matter further, picase do not hesitate to contact me at this office.

Yours faithfully

2.4
Alan Feely

Manager, Nerthemn Zone

for DTRECTOR-GENERAL
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New Broom Brings

Sweeping Changes
The Blue Flier is delighted to report that the newly
appointed Principal of Woodburn Central School, Mr
Rob Walker is already having a BIG impact on the
school.

Mr Walker, already being dubbed “the Phantom -
Ghost Who Walks™ (we guess that he is used to it),
through his very positive approach, strong support
for the concept of K-12 schools and very definite
ideas about the role of teachers has already proved a
popular choice with parents and the wider school
community.

Within days of taking up his appointment Mr Walker
was seen. in. the streets and business houses of the
Woodburn CBD. Several shopkeepers noted that this
was something they hadn’t seen for decades. We
encourage him to repeat this in the other villages:of
the Mid-Richmond and Evans Head. ‘

We know of a number of students who have returned
after being withdrawn from Woodburn at the end of
last year. We are also a.yare that a number of parents,
of both Secondary and Primary students, who had
intended to remove their children, decided to “give
the new principal a chance”. They are pleased with
their decision.

Quite a few parents have remarked on how nice it is
to hear teachers making positive comments about the
school - even some who were very critical last year.

We applaud Mr Walker’s efforts to date and trust that
parents and the community will work with him to
- continue the process of winning back Woodbumn
Central’s good name. ;

ALP Dilemna

(or double standards)
As mentioned in previous issues, the ALP candidate
for Clarence has been one of the most vocal
advocates of siting secondary education facilities for
the Mid-Richmond at Evans Head. This is despite
half the site being on land that a previous ALP
government had declared a Wetland & a 1991

Aboriginal land claim on the site. Now he is reported .

to be putting pressure on leaders of the Aboriginal
Community to allow the school development to
proceed. So much for “the first Koori to be elected to
the NSW Legislative Assembly”. Obviously some
things are more important.

Community Fears
Justified ~

Information released by Richmond River Shire
Council, in response to a request under Freedom of
Information legislation (FOI), and supplied to us by
the Mid Richmond School Action Committee, has
confirmed what many in the Mid-Richmond
community and some in the media have long
suspected.

The documents show that the long standing push for a
Mid-Richmond High School to be located at Evans
Head has nothing to do with education or
demographics, but rather property development.
Surprise, surprise!!!

In 1987-88 a “Forward Planning Strategy” for Evans
Head was developed by Council. Pivotal to the
strategy was the acquisition of the current Evans Head
Primary School site for commercial development.

The acquisition of the Primary School site would have
enabled Council to close off Oak Street and a section
of Waqodburn' Street. Cypress Street was to become
the main access to Evans Head from the Pacific

‘Highway at Woodburn.

Also crucial to this grand plan was to convince the
Department of Education to commit itself to building a
combined Primary and High School on land on the
corner of Cypress and Woodburn Streets, which it
had relinquished because approximately 50% fell
within the boundaries of SEPP 14 Wetland #147.
This land is the notorious “school site” at Evans
Head.

In an effort to persuade the department the then Shire
Clerk David Miller wrote, in a letter to the Department
of Education on 19 May 1988 that:

‘S.E.P.P. No. 14 does not exclude wetlands from
being developed. Wetlands can be filled and thus
destroyed with the consent of Council and the

concurrence of the Department of Environment and ~

Planning subject to Clause 7(2) of the Policy.”

This is hardly a good example for the council to be
setting for the rest of the community and may well
explain its inaction over the devastation of the
Bungawalbyn wetlands recently. Makes a mockery of
claims that a school on that site could be a “Centre of
Excellence in Environmental Education.

We look forward to the next development.
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Right of Access. RRSC doesa’t like you
having rights. They recently decided to use the
EP&A Act to try to get around the requirement in
the Local Government Act that they give you
notice of their intention to enter your property.
We wonder whether the provisions of the EP&A
Act apply to matters outside the provisions of that
Act. Maybe the courts will have to decide when
the council’s first victim launches a legal
challenge.

What are the activities going on in our
community that lead the council to believe that it
needs unlimited powers of entry to your home or
business? If things have got to that point then we
are all in trouble!

Council Blues. It is amazing to us how much
time RRSC is able to devote to discussing the
authorship of the Blue Flier. These discussions
always take place “in committee” (read: in secret)
and always have as their justification something
to do with legal advice

They don’t like you knowing what is REALLY
going on and they would love to punish us for
telling you.

Shark Bay. In his report to the June council
meeting Roy Medhurst (now Divisional
Manager, Engineering Services) stated that about
150m of cycleway had been constructed. Local
residents report that this work has indeed been
done. They ‘complimented’ the council on its
‘sensitivity’ in constructing the cycleway in
“bright shiny white concrete”. Doubtless this will
help planes approaching Evans Head at night.

TAFE in the Mid-Richmond. For many
years Casino TAFE College has run courses in
Woodburn. They are now looking at the
possibility of expanding the range of courses
offered. What a pity that the Department of
School Education was unable to see, as TAFE
obviously does, that a facility to serve the Mid-
Richmond needs to be centrally located in order
to maximise its impact.

That Boat Ramp. RRSC has deferred
consideration of the boat ramp at Evans Head for
6 months while they gather data onanalternative
site. Apparently a critical factor in this decision
was that they were told they could transfer the
grant rather than lose it.

What is this? RRSC listening to its residents and
ratepayers? But hang on - it is Evans Head.

Community Services. A recently released
report from the Department of Local Government
suggested that RRSC spent over $40 per resident
on Community Services. On closer examination it
becomes apparent that if the expenditure on the
Mid-Richmond Retirement Village (which after all
is self funding and projected to run at a profit) is
excluded the amount drops to less than $1 per
head.

Silver Sands Caravan Park. At that other self
funding business enterprise of RRSC much activity
is going on. Council has got a grant (surprise,
surprise) to help rehabilitate some rainforest areas
that were destroyed when the caravan park was
constructed.

Private enterprise must look on in awe. Where else
could you see a grant given to help you rehabilitate
environmental damage you caused as a
consequence of developing your business? A
private enterprise would probably have been
required to make good the damage at its own
expense - and copped a hefty fine into the bargain.

Its a Date. Apparently one councillor wants to
defer as much council business as possible until
alter the council elections in September. Two
possible motives occur to us. Either

1) This councillor is fundamentally committed
to the notion of representative democracy.
recognising that he (or she) is not on council to
push their own barrow but to represent your
interests; or

2) This councillor thinks he (or she) will be
mayor after September and will get all the credit.

We’ll leave it up to you to decide.

Koala Study. RRSC is to share the cost ‘of a
study to compile a Koala Habitat Atlas. We wonder
if it will include a retrospective look at the iron
Gates development site.

Main Street Program. At the urging of General
manager Paul Muldoon, RRSC has agreed to look
at implementing this very worthwile program. We
hope they bear in mind that to be successful these
programs need the support of the local community,
not a set of rigid rules imposed by council.

Looking over your shoulder. Some RRSC
councillors were tickled at the sight of one of their
number agreeing with the General manager at the
June council meeting and felt obliged to comment.
Maybe you should look out Paul, if heisagreeing
with you.

If you live in Evans Head and would like a copy of the Blue
Flier then just send us a stamped self addressed envelope.

Published by COUNCILWATCH PO Box 1004 LISMORE NSW 2430



DOUBLE STANDARDS

Mid-Richmond residents could hardly believe
their eyes recently when they read comments
attributed to David Parkinson in his capacity as
Chairman of NOROC.

We quote directly from the Northern Star of
3/61'95 =

“Wh'tt damage is done to regional development
when a service developed and owned by the
regional community was dismembered?”

He also talked extensively about a “flawed
report”.

No - he had not éﬁa,nged his view on “the school
debate”! He was talking about a proposal to
move the rescue helicopter away from Lismore.

What a pity this same logic did not move him, or
occur to him, some time ago while he took such a
partisan role in the debate about where a school
for the Mid-Richmond should be sited.

The recently announced decision to move the
school to Evans Head is but the latest in a long
line of community facilities and services
developed in, by and for the people of the Mid-
Richmond which, somehow, ended up at Evans
Head.
5

Not all such acquisition attempts have been
successful. The suggestion that Campbell
Hospital move from Coraki to Evans Head was
treated with the levity it deserved.

The inconsistency of the positions taken by
David Parkinson doesn’t seem to have occurred
to him. It can’t be wrong now and have been
right then! Either both decisions are wrong or
both are right. You just can’t have it both ways.

We could be forgiven for asking if it has more to
do with the fact that he was intimately involved in
pushing for the school move.

It is amazing the difference in your perceptions
when you are on the inside looking out rather
than the outside looking in.

We, and all residents of the Mid-Richmond,
could also be forgiven for wondering if David
Parkinson is aware that one of the roles of
Woodburn Central School Council is to “promote
a positive image” of the school rather than to do
everything possible to destroy it. If he isn’t then
he should resign his position as a “Community”
member of the School Council.

If he is then he most definitely should go!

2

JOBS FOR THE BOYS?

At its June meeting Richmond River Shire
Council decided to appoint Wayne Halcrow, Bill
McMahon and Roy Medhurst to the newly
established positions of Divisional Managgr
covering the areas of Corporate Services,
Business Enterprises and Engineering Services
respectively. The only position to be advertised
within the brand spanking new organisational
structure is that of Divisional Manager,
Environmental Development Services.

Messrs Halcrow & McMahon were previously
employed by council as Deputy Shire Clerk and
Shire Engineer/Chief Planner respectively. Their
positions were abolished in the recent review of
Council’s organisational structure.

Mr Medhurst was recently employed by council
as Deputy Engineer.

While we make no judgement about the
capabilities of these appointees we do question
the process by which they have been appointed.

Mr Medhur%t in particular, must be blessing his
lucky stars that he applied for the Deputy
Engineer’s job. In how many councils could he
expect to get a promotion to head the Engineering
dep'lrlment without going through the process of
application and interview?

Richmond River Shire Council must be about the
only public sector employer in which such a
practice is possible.

Mr Halcrow has had Bushfire Services removed
from his area of responsibility. We wonder if this
is as a result of the controversy in recent times at
Council’s role in this area?

Mr McMabhon is the BIG winner in this shuffling
of the deck chairs on the Titanic. Not only has he
been confirmed in a permanent managerial
position (at the same or possibly higher salary),
he has had his area of responsibility reduced by
approximately two-thirds and is now to be called
Assistant General Manager. Not bad work if you
can get it.

Council’s use of the Transitional Provisions of
the Local Government Act (1993) is the most
cynical aspect of this whole exercise.

Their actions may be within the letter of the law
but they most certainly are contrary to its spirit.
We would not like to be one of the councillors,
or the General Manager, trying to convince the
ratepayers and residents of the shire that they
have the services of the very best and most
capable staff available.
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Council Endorses Law Breaking

As expected, Richmond River Shire Council recently approved the
development of an “artificial compensatory wetland” at Evans Head. »

This wetland is proposed to compensate for
destruction of part of SEPP 14 Wetland 147 by
the developer of “Iron Gates” complying with a
COUNCIL IMPOSED condition that the
developer build a road through the Wetland.

One aspect that has become clear is that in its mad
rush to develop Evans Head this council is
prepared to condone the breaking of the law.

Council has acknowledged that 2200m2 of the
3900m2 compensatory wetland consists of works
that:

* were undertaken unlawfully in 1991; and

* are partly contained within SEPP 14 Wetland
146. g

In the last few years we have seen and heard
every level of government expressing concern
about developments that affect sensitive. joastal
environments - every level of government, that
is, EXCEPT Richmond River Shire Council.

Council knew BEFORE its meeting on 20 June
that the Minister for Fisheries had put a stop to
the road which necessitated this wetland. Council
also knew that the whole question of
compensatory wetlands was being reviewed,
with a state government policy to be
developed.Yet they still rushed to approve the
development application. !

We are left wondering about council’s hidden
agenda.

Why are they so hell bent on destroying
Wetland 147 ???

_ Is it because, as suggested in the Mid-Richmond
Demographic Study, they can see a potential 600
house lots on land predominantly covered by
Wetland 1477

This magic figure of 600 keeps cropping up.
Both the “independent” demographer AND the
former Cluster Director for the Education
Department have used the figure in reports to the

department. BOTH sourced the figure to council.
The question of WHO from council told them is
still unresolved.

Is it because this road will bring traffic from
Iron Gates into the village of Evans Head,
possibly bolstering some of the businesses there,
and, if so, would any councillors benefit?

Is it because the destruction of this Wetland
might remove some of the environmental
concerns about developing “the school site”?

Is it because, deep down, council knows that
the potential for development in Evans Head is
extremely limited - hemmed in as it is by National
Parks, SEPP 14 Wetlands, flood prone land, the
river and the ocean?

This last possibility is supported by council's
decision in 1988 to close Runway 1432 at the
Evans Head Airport in order to remove building
height restrictions in the area and allow
implementation of their decision to have blocks
of flats along Woodburn Street replacing existing

‘commercial premises.

Another aspect that has become clear is that
council is scared that if it now reneges on the
earlier conditions of development it will face legal
action by the developer and the prospect of a
massive financial payout.

Council is prepared to stick by bad decisions
from years back rather than address real issues of
concern about environmental degradation. This
should really surprise no-one because it is
predominantly the same people making the
decisions at council.

That, however, does not make it right!

Maybe some community minded resident should
obtain legal advice as to whether, in the
circumstances, it is the council.or individual .
councillors who would be liable to pay damages
to the developer.



SOCIAL NOTES

Congratulations to several residents of the Mid-
Richmond area whose achievements have
received wider recognition. They are:

Sally McDonald of Coraki who was recently
selected as the Regional winner of the Lions’
International Miss Personality Quest; and

Kate Bidner of New Italy and her brother
Graeme Alcock who recently received a
mention in the Sydney Morning Herald’s
“Column 8”. Kate has been selected as a
presenter in the state government’s
“Tradeswomen on the Move” Program and
Graeme was mentioned for his clothes designing.
Their parents, George and Dawn Alcock,
proprietors of the Riviera Cafe at Woodburn, are
understandably very proud.

Highway Takes a Turn

for the Better

The Roads and.Traffic Authority recently
announced that the Pacific Highway deviation
just south of Woodburn will proceed. They plan
for it to be finished before Christmas.

In the past, highway access has been used by
council to stifle development on flood free land in
this area. This was despite its zoning | 1(d) Urban
Investigation].

[n fact, as recently as December 1994, the
highway was used by the “independent”
demographer to dismiss both of two possible
school sites at South Woodburn for a centrally
located secondary education facility to serve the
Mid-Richmond. This took quite a few locals by
surprise as he had been appraised of the RTA’s
plans.

We hope that council do not now manufacture
new and equally spurious “reasons” for refusing
or delaying approval for development - as they
seem to have done with their own development at
Coraki.

Council in Dire Financial
Straits

At its June meeting Richmond River Shire
Council decided that it could not afford to erect
signs warning of the presence of wildlife on
rural roads. Maybe they spent all their money

(sorry - our money) on those ghastly green’

monstrosities that welcome you to the Shire (and
on the back say goodbye).

Once again it seems that corporate image is more
important than the local environment and the
safety of travellers. As one local was heard to
comment, “With the signs telling you that you are
in Richmond River Shire, at least people will
know who to blame!”.

P&C Says “NO”

Once again Woodburn Central School Council is
trying to ride roughshod over the school’s P&C.

Atarecent meeting the School Council decided to
seek a meeting with the P&C Executive in order
to prevent the P&C passing motions that express
the real view of the majority of parents.

This dispute arises from.the P&C resolving to
oppose the “Evans Head” decision and the
School Council voting to support it. It should’be
remembered that the P&C is acting totally within
its charter and according to its rules. This is,
unfortunately, more than can be said for the
School Council.

All sections of the school community agreed last
year to support “a new K-12 facility for the Mid-
Richmond to be located on a site determined by
an independent demographer appointed by our
Minister, Mrs Chadwick.”(WCS Newsletter
7/1994) The fact is he never recommended a site.

The decision to locate the school at Evans Head
was actually based on a SECRET departmental
report, not the independent demographer's
report.

All sections of the community, especially the
School Council (who are supposed to represent
the WHOLE school community) and the teachers
should have rejected this decision. Or is it that
they are happy to accept the perversion and
corruption of the process because the decision
favours their preferred option?

The government is not playing with private
money but with the futures of OUR CHILDREN
and PUBLIC MONEY! The process must be
open and above board if the outcome is to have
any credibility.

The end does NOT justify the means!

Many are reminded of events of last year when
the School Council repeatedly acted contrary to -
the provisions of its constitution.

Maybe its time that members of the School
Council made the effort to examine its
Constitution and the rules contained in it. If they
are unable, or unwilling, to abide by the rules or,
if their only motive for going on the School
Council was to influence the decision about
where the school should be located, then they
should resign their position

When the Minister for Education, John Aquilina,
recently tried to sideline the P&C Federation he
had to do a very quick about face.

The School Council should look and learn.



RICHMOMD RIVER SHIRE COUNCIL

SHIRE O 1ICE -- 68 WALKER STREET, CASINO
TELEPIONE (066) 62 20615 — FAX (066) 62 1342

All communications 1o be
addmssed 1o
THE GENERAL MANAGER
PO RO amn
CALINO, NSW 2450

Yoo fef

Council's Ret 6/}'0 “”Sff/A p (CSI)

E%?‘J‘E%‘CPHONE Efml#{llES
JERNING THIS MATTER - g
PLEASE ASK FOR /‘4’ . ]I(f!{? o1

Mid Richmond School Action Committee, 14th February, 1995.
C/- Mr. P. Reynolds,

P’.O. Box 102,

WOODBURN. 2472.

Dear Sir,
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST

1 refer to your letter of 30th January, 1995, concerning the above and
enclose the following.

. ¥

\  Circular from Department of Environment and Planning — 25.6.87
Letter from Public Works Department 29.4.87
Letter to Department of Education 19.5.88
Report of Council’s Policy Committee 17.5.88
Report of Principal Planning Officer 17.5.88
Letter from Department of Education 11.7.88
Letter from Department of Planning 6.3.90
Letter to Department of Education 30.3.90
Council Minutes 17.4.90
X 2. Gazettal Notice - ve Bopn Aday Chamge +o W lug 15.2.91
Letter from National Parks and Wildlife Service 21293
Also enclosed please find Council’s receipt in an amonnt of $60.00.
Yours faifti;ﬁr[!y,
I bt
iy /
il !"-;_;,f;___ 14| (P.T. Muldoon)
i T 'lr NI LR,
thhmi” _ z GENERAL MANAGER




RICHMOND RIVER SHIRE COUNCIL @

SHIRE OFFICE — 68 WALKER STREET, CASINO
TE!.‘EF'HONE (0BG) 62 2066 — FAX (066) 62 1342 All communications to be
addressed to

- THE SHIRE CLERK,
: P.0. BOX 378,
: i CASINO, N.S.W. 2470

Your Rel. * Council's Rel.  2()/1/35 DJM/AP
; FOR TELEPHOME ENQUIRIES
COMNCERNING THIS MATTER
PLEASE ASK FOR Mr-' M1 'I 'I er
The Director of Properties, 30th March, 1990.

Department of Education,
130 George Street,
PARRAMATTA. 2150.

Dear Sir,

I refer to previous correspondence concerning the suitability of
portion 518 at Evans Head for school development.

A report dated 29th April, 1987 prepared by the Government
Architect of the Department of Public Works (ref: S.7195/2) recommended
that alternate flood free land, not affected by State Environmental
Planning Policy No. 14 - Coastal Wetland, be investigated.

It has been Council's opinion that the portion was incorrectly
described as containing 50% of designated wetland and appropriate
representations were made to the Department of Planning.

The Tand was inspected on 15th June, 1989, by officers of the
Department in company with Council's Principal Planning Officer and
subsequent advice from the Department is that the northern boundary of
Wetland No. 147 has been reassessed and it has been recommended to the
Minister for Planning that an area of 10.87 ha be removed from designated
Wetland No. 147. The basis of the recommendation 1is that the area
concerned is substantially wet heath and does not meet the wetland magpping
criteria.

Once the change has been published in the Government Gazette,
Council believes the Department should move with all expedition to confirm
the site for future school development.

Council is of the opinion the site is ideal for school development.
Previously it was suggested that part of Council's aerodrome land might be
available for school purposes but present planning , due to the lack of a
definite commitment from the Department of Education, is not making
provision for such a purpose.

~ It is for this reason that Council believes the Department should
confirm portion 518 as its future public school site.

Yours faithfully,

e

¢ R
o ; 23 s
l\\ f _-—-——"'-h
(D.J. Miller)

SHIRE CLERK.




MEETING
17 APK 1589

0,

2975 DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING, SYDNEY - 20/1/35. Advising that the
northern boundary of WetTand No. 147 was reassessed by officers of
the Department's northern regions office and as a result the
Department will be recommending to the Minister for Planning that
he remove an area of some 10.87 hectares from the designated
wetland area. This is on the basis that the area is substantially
wet heath and does not meet the wetland mapping criteria.

Should the Minister choose to amend State Environmental Planning
Policy No. 14 in regard to this wetland, the change once published
in the Government Gazette will place the proposed school site at
Evans Head completely outside the coastal wetlands zone,
RECEIVED. Cr. Olive/Cr, Filicietti
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New South WelesuEe i

‘Department of Planning

'

Remington Cenlre
175 Liverpool Street, Sydney 2000

f a Box 3927 G.P.0. Sydney 2001
The Shire Clerk DX 15 Sydney

Richmond River Shire Council

PO Bax 378 Telephone: (02) 266 7111 Ext.
CASINO NSH 2470 294 Fax No: (02) 266 7599
Conlacl;
C.Bellamy

Qur.reference:

rrrﬂ"—. S ol i e e
u

e S ;
L i RZ OB beisel; 86/1023(2)
= I 14133 1999 {,
& 5
1 ' ‘2'0"‘{"'_3{ 2
Dear Sir, : ARSI Ol ¢

STATE ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING POLICY NO.14 - COASTAL WETLANDS
IN RESPECT OF WETLAND NO.147, EVANS HEAD, IN AREA OF PROPOSED
SCHOOL SITE.

I refer to the issue of a proposed school site at Evans Head
partly affected by State Environmental Planning Policy No.l4 -
Coastal Wetlands, which wvas inspected on 15 June 1989 by
officers of this Department along with Mr. W. McMahon of

Council.

2. The northern boundary of Wetland No.147 Vas reassessed on
23 February 1990 by officers of the Departments' Northern
Regions Office. As a result the Department will be

recommending the Minister for Planning remove an area of some
10.87ha from designated Wetland No.147. This is on the basis
that the area is substantially wet heath and does not meet the
wetland mapping criteria.

3. Should the Minister for Planning choose to amend State
Environmental Planning Policy No.14 in regard to Wetland
No.147 the changes will be published 1in the Government
Gazette. You should note that State Environmental Planning

Policy No.14 will apply to the subject 1land until such
amendments occur.

Yours faithfully,

Q’“‘”/”g‘” /5o

Acting Head
Heritage, Assessments
— and Resources Division

Wi e akes %/
i Mag len
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RICHMOND RIVER SHIRE COUNCIL

SHIRE OFFICE — 68 WALKER STREET, CASINO — TELEPHONE (068) 82-2066
= All communications o ba
sddressed lo The Shire Clerk

P.O. BOX 378,
CASINO, N.S5.W. 2470

2 Qefadinladel5

\ oy ——ir DK/LN
Your Rel. Council's Rel. 20 / 1 / 35 /
FOR FURTHER ENOQUIRIES
PLEASE CONTACT Mr. Kitson.
Mr. John Allsopp, 19th May, 1988.

Director of Properties,

Department of Education,

Ferguson Centre, 130 .George Street,
PARRAMATTA. 2150

Dear Sir,

Council has recently been investigating the best use of surplus
land on Evans Head Airport. This exercise has required consideration of
existing and proposed Gommunity facilities, including the proposed location
of a future combined high school /primary school site.

There is at present a Sha Crown Land reservation for a future
school in Evans Head on the corner of Woodburn Street and Cypress Street,
which the Department has indicated verbally, it will relinquish, based
on an Environmental Study produced by the Department of Public Works.
Council believes that the existing reservation represents the best site
for a school in Evans Head despite 50% of it being classified as wetlands,
under S.E.P.P, No. 14,

This view is based on the minimal impact on the wetland as a
whole, on the opportunities which become available for the overall design
of Evans Head and the problems associated with providing an alternative
site in a town which is serverely constrained by wetlands, National Parks,
Crown Land and the Evans Head Airport. None of these considerations were
examined in the one and a half pages of writing contained in the Department
of Public Works report, which in essence only confirms what is already
known, that is, part of the site is wetlands.

. S.E.P.P. No. 14 does not exclude wetlands from being developed.
Wetlands can be filled and thus destroyed with the consent of Council
and the concurrence of the Department of Environment and Planning subject
to Clause 7(2) of the Policy (see enclosure). This is confirmed in the :%4:
letter to Council from the Department of Environment and Planning (en-
closed) regarding the school site.

Council is anxious to have the future school site resolved, as
other planning options and decisions depend on this issue and would be
pleased if a meeting could be arranged between the Department and Council
staff to discuss the matter.

Yours faithfully,

e
(D. J. Miller)
SHIRE CLERK.
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excluded on May 17 has see
to an area which contains

No. 14,

The turn-around eamse at
the meeling which was
|.held behind closed doors
lo dlscuss
IHud Forward Planning
Sirategy which has now
been released for publle
! exhibition and commaent,

* _The Richmond River Shire
Council met with officers
from the Department of
Education this year to discuss
the high school site matter
after it was revealed (hat 8
portion of land acquired by
the Department for & high
school tack in September
1976 had a large portion of jt

; in a wetland zone.

The Council suggested that
land could be available within
F the Evans Head Memorial
Airport boundary for uss as a
high school site.

However, this has now
changed back to the former
site, following a resolution to
that effect at the secret
meeting, and the Council ask
that the wetland area be re-
defined. '

. If the wetland site cannot be
re-defined in the original area
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the Evans

nd River Shire Council at whi
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ch the press and public was.
n a switch in preference for a high school in Evans Head back®
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set aside for a high school the
Council will enter digeussions
with the Department of
Education and the Lands
Department with a view of
offering a part of the Evans
Head Memorial Airport and
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partialliy

using vacant Crown land
behind Heath and Carrabeen
streets for high school and
primary school complexes.
The proposal (o relocate the

primary school gp Evans

Head to the proposed 10,588

In & wetland area,

hectare fand area would
include discussions with the
Department of Education
regarding Council acquiring
the land upon which the
present primary school
stamnds.,



el [ANNING OFFICER'S REPORT FOR SUBMISSION TO THE POLICY COMMAITTEE MEETING
£ 'THE_RICHMOND RIVER SHIRE COUNCIL TO BE NELD ON TUESDAY, 3RD MAY, 1988.

and an olympic swimming pool. The latter being more suitably located with
Co respect to the proposed school site.

Further areas for recreation are proposed adjacent to the proposed
industrial area and on portion 517 in South Evans Head on the corner.of Ocean
Drive, Evans Head and Airforce Road which has been reserved for a primary
school.

4 & 5.L0CAL ENVIRONMENTAL PLAN - 20/4/1

The Draft Local Environmental Plary is nearing completion for inspect?on by
Council. There are however two underliying issues involving its format which must
be resolved.

1. Land use Control in Evans Head -{ At present Evans Head is zoned Village/
Township which allows almost any uge. Superimposed on top of this zoning is

Development Control Plan No. 3 whith restricts commercial, retail and industrial

uses to specific areas.

The alternative to this system is to rezone Evans Head into separate
areas being Residential, with flat}densities regulated by D.C.P. No. 3 as is

the case presently, Commercial whidh would allow retail and offices, and
Industrial,

2.  Prime [1(a)] and Secondary Agriculffure Zones (1(b1)] - With Council
resolving to have the same subdivigion minimum in the D.L.E.P. for both zones
the need to differentiate such Tand appears not to be necessary,

: Lt _n..b(..l\"\/
(W."J. McMahon)
PRINCIPAL PLANNING UFFIQEE
26/4/1988

THIS 1S PAGE NO. SIX (6) OF THE PRINCIPAL PLANNING OFFICER'S REPORT FOR SUBMISSION
TO THE poLICY COMMITTEE MEETING OF THE RICHMOND RIVER SHIRE COUNCIL TO BE HELD ON
TUESDAY, 3RD MAY, 1988, '

CHAIRMAN SHIRE CLERK
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5.

Residential Development -  The proposed strategy would see the creation:-

(a) 23 lots on crown land between Carrabeen and Currajong Streets
immediately behind the residential land fronting Heath Street.

(b) 29 Tots on Airport land south of the Council depot with the airport
operation in its present form.

(c)  An additional 20 lots to be excised from the high school site to

jét reduce the 10.588 ha area down to the 9 ha requirement. The exact

location of these lots should be determined after discussion about the
possible design of the school and the most appropriate position for a
bus stop.

(d) An additional 148 residential lots between Carrabeen Street, runway
1836, the Woodburn-Evans Head Road and the proposed industrial estate,
)ﬁ‘ if runway 1432 was permenantly closed.

Industrial Estate - In regard to Council's decision to establish an
industrial area on the airport, the most appropriate land would appear to be
that located between the Council depot and the telecom depot with an area of
2 ha being approximately 16 x 1,200m2 lots.

Aged Units and Nursing Home - A recent request by Mr. W. McCaughey for
Council to give its concurrence to the establishment of 60 aged units and
nursing home facilities for 70 aged patients on crown land between Carrabeen
and Currajong Streets. This land, in the proposed strategy already outlined
should ideally be reserved for the combined high school and primary school.

An aged unit and nursing home complex should be located in a more
centrally located position within walking distances of community facilities,
The ideal position for such a complex would be on part of the Evans Head
Oval Reserve which comprises a total area of 7.15 ha most of which is under-
utilised. The ring road proposal would require a road to be built across the
reserve linking Park Street and Beronia Street. This isolates an area of
1.12 ha on thenorth eastern side of the reserve on which it would be possible
to erect between 55 and 65 single storey aged units based on the design of
the 10 aged units located on portion 179 (1,922m¢) Beech Street, Evans Head
owned by the Country Women's Association. A further area of approximately
1.5 ha would be required to establish a nursing home to accommodate 70 aged

patjents. This is based on the 0.9 ha on which the 40 patient Coraki
retirement village is located on.

Recreatjon - The preferred strategy in regard to the provision of active
recreation areas is to reduce the importance of the Evans Head Oval reserve
and provide such space in other areas in order to increase pedestrian

accessibility. With the beaches and the river the need for passive recreation
1s not considered an issue,

The rule of thumb for the desirable amount of open space is 2.83 ha
per 1,000 persons.

Where the proposal to establish aged units, a nursing home and a road
on the Evaqs Head_Ova] Reserve is accepted an area of approximately 4 ha
would remain. This area would be suitable for a full size cricket field and

THIS IS PAGE NO. FIVE (5) OF THE PRINCIPAL PLANNING OFFICER'S REPORT FOR SUBMISSION

TO THE POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING OF THE RICHMOND RIVER SHIRE COUNCIL TO BE HELD ON
TUESDAY, 3RD MAY, 1988.

o CHALRMAN SHIRF (1 FRK
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and an olympic swimming pool. The latter being more suitably located with
Co respect to the proposed school site.

Further areas for recreation are proposed adjacent to the proposed
industrial area and on portion 517 in South Evans Head on the corner.of Ocean
Drive, Evans Head and Airforce Road which has been reserved for a primary
school .

4 & 5.L0CAL ENVIRONMENTAL PLAN - 20/4/13.

The Draft Local Environmental Plarf is nearing completion for inspect?on by
Council. There are however two underlying issues involving its format which must
be resolved.

1. Land use Control in Evans Head -f At present Evans Head is zoned Village/
Township which allows almost any upe. Superimposed on top of this zoning is

Development Control Plan No. 3 whith restricts commercial, retail and industrial
uses to specific areas.

The alternative to this systgm is to rezone Evans Head into separate‘
areas being Residentia], with flatldensities regulated by D.C.P. No. 3 as is

the case presently, Commercial whigh would allow retail and offices, and
Industrial,

2. Prime [1(a)] and Secondary Agriculfure Zones [1(b1)1 - ' With Councii
resolving to have the same subdividion minimum in the D.L.E.P. for both zones
the need to differentiate such land appears not to be necessary.

(73:/*@\%/
(W.”J. McMahon)

PRINCIPAL PLANNING UFFIQEE
26/4/1988

CHAIRMAN SHIRE CLERK
T e R
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future. The land required for a high school is 6 ha. and 3 ha. for a
primary school. The Department has indicated that a suitable site would
include part of higher airport land for the siting of buildings and part of
the adjacent crown land which is lower.

The proposed school site is 10.588 ha. and has been determined by the
most appropriate road pattern. 4.22 ha. is Council land with the balance
being crown land. 1.588 ha of the 10.588 ha school site is in excess of the
9 ha Department of Education requirement, and may be reduced by the excising
oftresjdentia1 lots and slight changes to the proposed Currajong Street
extension.

THIS 1S PAGE NO. FOUR (4) OF THE PRINCIPAL PLANNING OFFICER'S REPORT FOR SUBMISSION

TO THE POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING OF THE RICHMOND RIVER SHIRE COUNCIL TO BE HELD ON
TUESDAY, 3RD MAY, 1988.

CHAIRMAN SHIRE CLERK
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1836, the Woodburn-Evans Head Road and the proposed industrigl estatey.
?ﬁ‘ if runway 1432 was permenantly closed.

6. Industrial Estate - In regard to Council's decision to establish an
industrial area on the airport, the most dppropriate land would appear to be
that located between the Council depot and the telecom depot with an area of
2 ha being approximately 16 x 1,200m2 lots.

iz Aged Units and Nursing Home - A recent request by Mr. W. McCaughey for
Council to give its concurrence to the establishment of 60 aged units and
nursing home facilities for 70 aged patients on crown land between Carrabeen
and Currajong Streets. This land, in the proposed strategy already outlined
should ideally be reserved for the combined high school and primary school.

An aged unit and nursing home complex should be located in a more
centrally located position within walking distances of community facilities.
The ideal position for such a complex would be on part of the Evans Head
Oval Reserve which comprises a total area of 7.15 ha most of which is under-
utilised. The ring road proposal would require a road to be built across the
reserve linking Park Street and Beronia Street. This isolates an area of'
1.12 ha on thenorth eastern side of the reserve on which it would be.posswb1e
to erect between 55 and 65 single storey aged un%ts based on the design of
the 10 aged units located on portion 179 (1,922m¢) Beech Street, Evans Head
owned by the Country Women's Association. A further area of approximately
1.5 ha would be required to establish a nursing home to accommodate 70 aged
patients. This is based on the 0.9 ha on which the 40 patient Coraki 4

retirement village is located on. f?
8. Recreation - The preferred strategy in regard to the provision of acg%ge
recreation areas is to reduce the importance of the Evans Head Oval rese ve

and provide such space in other areas in order to increase pedestrian :;h_ :
accessibility. With the beaches and the river the need for passive recrq@#ﬂon
is not considered an issue. 3

: %
The rule of thumb for the desirable amount of open space is 2.83 ha §
per 1,000 persons.

Where the proposal to establish aged units, a nursing home and a road
on the Evans Head Oval Reserve is accepted an area of approximate1Y_4_ha
would remain. This area would be suitable for a full size cricket . field and

THIS IS PAGE NO. FIVE (5) OF THE PRINCIPAL PLANNING OFFICER'S REPORT FOR SUBMISSION
TO THE POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING OF THE RICHMOND RIVER SHIRE COUNCIL TO BE HELD ON
TUESDAY, 3RD MAY, 1988.
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(b)  The maximum pumber of storeys is three provided one is either an attic
or a basement level which drains onto the land and involves excavation
into the side of a slope.

(c) The slope of the land is generally in excess of 10°. Note: Very few
parcels of land in this area of South Evans Head have a slope less than
100,

It should be noted that a dwelling over 3 storeys must have a boundary setback
of 1.5 metres under Clause 11.6(2) of Ordinance 70 of the Local Government
Act, 1919,

For the balance of Evans Head the maximum number of storeys shall be two with
a maximum height of 7.5 metres from the lowest point of the building adjacent
to ground level to the highest point of the building.

Buildings can be three storeys and greater than 7.5 metres in the High Densit)
Residential/Commercial Zone (with the exception of such land bounded by '
Woodburn Street, Elm Street and the Evans River) provided Commercial space

is providad on the ground floor.

EVANS HEAD-FORWARD PLANNING STRATEGY - 20/4/16.

An urban-release strategy has been prepared for the airport and adjacent

crown land in the context of an overall concept plan for Evans Head which address
the following issues:-

|5

The Evans Head Memorial Airport - The recommended strategy (see mapl) for
the long term use of the airport, while allowing urban expansion is to:-

(a)  Close runway 1432 which has a flight path over the urban area and until
i shortened recently resulted in limitations on the height of structures
Tjn the vicinity of the Carrabeen Street-Woodburn Street intersection.

(b) EiOpen runway 0927 to complement as a cross strip to runway 1836 which
ifwas lengthened early in 1985 to accommodate F27 Focker Friendship.

This approach would leave a total of 54 ha. of airport land and 18.3 ha. of
crown land capable of being developed.

Road Hierarchy - At present there is an 111 defined road hierarchy
within Evans Head. This applies particularly for vehicles travelling from
the Oak Street shopping area to Broadwater Road. The proposed road hierarchy
(see map 2) would solve this proviem by the construction of several sections
of road as indicated on the map by broken lines. The diversion of the main
road from Woodburn Street to Cypress Street would also allow the future
closure of Oak Street and Woodburn Street adjacent to the Primary School

,*5to establish a centralised shopping area which may include a shopping centre:9

on the primary school site in the future. To facilitate this ringroad,
oodburn Street wou ave to be closed at the intersection of Cypress and

Ash Streets and give way signs set up at various cross roads with a minor

THIS IS PAGE NO. TWO (2) OF THE PRINCIPAL PLANNING OFFICER'S REPORT FOR SUBMISSION
TO THE POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING OF THE RICHMOND RIVER SHIRE COUNCIL TO BE HELD ON
TUESDAY, 3RD MAY, 1988.
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{‘ road fesumption or realignment possibly being required along the Cedar Street
+  frontage of the primary school. The road network in the proposed release

2 area has been designed to:-

(a) Allow direct access to the industrial estate and high school while

using 15 metre wide looproads for residential area to reduce through
traffic.

(b) To use "T" intersection where-ever possible clear of other intersections
by at least 50 metres.

(c)  To dispense with the Carrabeen Street and Airport Road "Y" intersection.

(d) The closure of Cassea Street to ensure the intersection with Carrabeen
Street and proposed road linking airport is more than 50 metres from
another intersection.

(e)  The closure of Carrabeen Street between Heath Street and Beronia Street
and it's conversion into a park which allows pedestrian access through
to the beech, however prevent vehicular access. The closure resolves
the intersection of Carrabeen Street and the proposed Ring Road into a
“T" intersection and creates a separate traffic precinct in the Heath
Street/Beech Street area by channellising cross town traffic to
Currajong, Ash, Booyong and Wattle Streets.

2 Shopping Area - Under D.C.P. No. 3 the commercial area extends along
Woodburn Street from Wattle Street to the Evans River and the entire length
of Oak Street. This area is approximately 6.8 ha., however, the only sizabl:;é

- parcel of land suitable for_a shopping complex is the primary school site
which has an area of 8,100m2.>>———~——— ———————

The implimentation of the ring road system as already stated would
enable Oak Street and part of Woodburn Street to be closed for pedestrian
areas and parking.

It would be desirable to further restrict the area that can be developed
for commercial and retail purposes to the area shown on map 3. Shops outside
$@ ﬁ¥, this area would continue to operate under existing use rights and in the
future would conceivably be discontinued and the land used for flats.
Whether this is carried out bg amending the D.C.P. No. 3 or actually

rezoning in the L.E.P. is a matter Which Council will have to consider in
the near future.

The existing swimming pool reservation between Oak Lane and the day

picnic area would more suitably be used as a parking area with a capacity of
between 130-250 car parking spaces.

4. High School and Primary School -  The Department of Education has
relinquished the high school site fronting Woodburn/Cypress Streets because
approximately 50% of the site is designated as wetlands under S.E.P.P. No. 14.
The Department has also indicated that the existing 8,100m2 primary school
site is becoming too crowded and an alternative site will be required in the
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# - | MEETING |
17 MAY 1988 "

304, REPORT OF POLICY COMMITTEE. ‘ |
% ; T .
1A - The Policy Committee reported having met on 3rd May, 1988, and
ég@*h* 2 made the recommendations contained in minutes numbered P.2-P.7 of
ax:\u% \ the minutes of that meeting. RESOLVED that the report and recommendations

of the Policy Committee be adopted. Cr. Parkinson/Cr. Thomas
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4.-That as Council's consideration of the Evans Head Forward Planning
‘QO\“\Hu. Strategy would prejudice the Council if made public at this stage,
the press and public be excluded from the meeting and information relating
to Council's consideration not be publicised until Council resolves
to that effect.

5.-That approximately 2ha of land within the boundaries of the Evans
;)D\ﬁ\\b Head aerodrome and lying between the Works Depot and the Telecom depot

be adopted as the preferred site for a Tight industrial area in Evans
Head. .

6.-That Council's preferred site for new school facilities in Evans
Head be portion 518 of 9.942ha south of Woodburn Street, an attempt
X be made t& ¥edefine the wetlands classification as it affects this §%é
site and if such reclassification not be forthcoming discussions be
;;p\u\\b entered into with the Departments of Lands and Education with a view
"~ to part portion 527 (Crown Land behind sections 31 & 32 Heath Street)
and part of the Evans Head aerodrome land (total area 10.588 ha) beinq.-~
the preferred school site with the aerodrome land being exchanged for

¥ the existing primary school site bounded by Cedar, Elm and Woodburn
Streets and School Lane.

7.-That Council support the concept of aged persons units and a nursing
¢10\4\1hm home being established in Evans Head and Mr. W.R. McCaughey be advised

of this support, he be informed of Council's strategy and be invited

to discuss his organisation's needs with Council's staff.

e 8.-That Council's Forward Planning Strategy for Evans Head, including
bﬂlL- the various options considered, be prepared for public exhibition,
it be displayed in the Council Chambers and at Evans Head, a questionn-
aire be prepared in conjunction with the plan to aid people's comments
thereon and emphasis be placed on the fact that it is a docment designed
Lo attract educated comment and is a long term plan to which Council
has not made any particular commitment at this stage.

Conowr o Fondcon 516 . 0

._______-__,_,__——--"'
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“HEIGHT OF BUILDINGS - 20/4/16.

Poriem clres
MEETING
gUpiITTED 10 COUNGIL

17 MAY 1988

RESOLVED that subject to public exhibition and consideration of

any submission which might be received the following height and storey
controls be included in the Development Control Plan:-

1.

For South Evans Head excluding the area south of Evans Road and
West of Ocean Drive (waterfront industrial area) the followjhg:
shall apply:- :

(a) The maximum height of a building from the lowest point at
natural ground level to' the building shall be no more than 9
metres. ?

(b) The maximum number of storeys shall be three provided one
is either an attic or a basement level which drains onto the Tand
and involves excavation into the side of a slope.

(c) The slope of the land is generally in excess of 100. Note:
Very few parcels of land in this area of South Evans Head have a
slope less than 10°.

It should be noted that a dwelling over L storeys must have a
boundary setback of 1.5 metres under Clause 11.6(2) of Ordinance
70 of the Local Government Act, 1919.

For the balance of Evans Head the maximum number of storeys shall
be two with a maximum height of 8 metres from the lowest point of

the building adjacent to ground level to the highest point of the
building.

Buildings can be three storeys and greater than 8 metres in the
High Density Residential/Commercial Zone (with the exception of
such land bounded by Woodburn Street, Elm Street and the Evans

P.4

River) provided Commercial Space is provided on the ground floor.

i~

CONFIDENTIALITY - 20/4/16.

RESOLVED that as Council's consideration of the Evans Head Forward
Planning Strategy would prejudice the Council if made public at this
stage, the press and public be excluded from the meeting and information
relating to Council's consideration not be publicised until Council

resolves to that effect.

EVANS HEAD FORWARD PLANNING STRATEGY - 20/4/16.

RESOLVED that the concept submitted by the Principal Planning

Officer @e adopted, alternatives to the ring-road system be prepared for
the Conmittee's consideration and liaison be undertaken with the Depart-

ments of Education and Lands in connection with suggested uses of vacant

Crown land and recreation reserves.
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Proposed New High School Site
At Evans Head.

S8

An investigation of Portion 543 at Evans Head was undertaken
to determine the suitability of the site for school dev- lopment and
whether the land is affected by State Environmental Policy No. 14
- Coastal Wetland (referred to henceforth as SEPP-14).

The site is bordered by Booyong, Cypress and Wood burn Streets
to the south and by designated wetland 147 to the north. Wetland
147 is identified on the map by a light stipple shading surrounded
by a heavy dark line. The boundary of the wetland lies somewhere
within the black line, approximately 50% of the site is within the
identified wetland.

Wetland 147 is a floodplain wetland adjoining the Evans River.
Flood prone, saturated soils, with permanent surface waler and an
open sedgeland vogetation covers zone 3, approximately 25% of the
site. This area known as Mellon Hole Swamp is not directly tidal
however, the ground water pressure would not be free from tidal

influence. The surrounding streets and lwo density housing drains
directly onto the site. low

The wetland plant communities exhibit clear zonation (see the
landscape site analysis and evaluation draving). An extensive
variety of coastal native plants is represented. The impact of the
adjacent urban development has been negligible. The bulk of the site

is denselyvegetaled, weed free with no tracks, roads or areas of
significant disturbance.

Zone 2 - Coastal Heath covers some 35% of the site a dense
association of tough woody shrubs to 2 m, principally melaleuca,
banksia and callistemon. An area with a high water table and poor

surface drainage and it is wet under foot and subject to flooding
below 3.5 m.

Zone 1 - Closed Woodland of interlocking 6-8 m eucalypts
dominated the rest of the site on sandy ridges above 4 m which are
areas of remnant hid dunes. This area is in excellent condition with
a diverse and well developed understorey. :

/2

Famie Hanme, 200 Cioorge Sliant, Syelney 2000, Tolny 70807



Wetland 147 is a small complex wetland in excellent condition,

| great aesthetic value 'and a significant wild 1ife habitat. The

entire area has a high water table and fragile alluvial sands which
" when disturbed a-e highly erodable. The long term viatility of the
wetland ecosytem would be threatened if part of the wetiand was developed.
The size and location of wetland 147 is critical. Wetland plants
are especially vulnerable to local and wider extinctions due to losses
of this highly selective environment.

Clearly the site would require clearing, draining and filling
as it is in a flood fringe area.

It is therefore recommended that alternate flood free land not
affected by SEPP-14 be investigated.

\76 ! A;\.\mxx 29 -4 87

for J. W. Thomson
Government Architect
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Wetland 147 is a small complex wetland in excellent condition,
| great aesthetic value'and a significant wild 1ife habitat. The
entire area has a high water table and fragile alluvial sands which
when disturbed a-e highly erodable. The long term viabtility of the
wetland ecosytem would be threatened if part of the wetiand was developed.
The size and location of wetland 147 is critical. Wetlond plants
are especially vulnerable to local and wider extinctions due to losses
of this highly selective environment.

Clearly the site would require clearing, draining and filling
as it is in a flood fringe area.

It is therefore recommended that alternate flood free land not
affected by SEPF-14 be investigated.
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Government Architect
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'Mid-Richmond School Action Committee

PO Box 102 WOODBURN 2472

15 May 1995

Hon C J Knowles MP ec; Bob Carr MP

Minister for Urban Affairs and Planning Pam Allan MP

Parliament House lan Cohen MLLC

Macquarie Street Richard Jones MLLC i
SYDNEY NSW 2000 Nature Conservation Council

of NSW

Dear Mr Knowles

RE: SEPP 14 WETLAND 147 AT EVANS HEAD

We call on you, as Minister for Planning, to revoke the amendments to the boundary of
SEPP 14 Wetland 147 gazetted on 15 February 1991 in NSW Government Gazette #31
page 1357. :

To asist you we have enclosed three maps:
Pre 1988 boundaries
1988 Revised Boundaries
Boundary changes as gazetted in 1991.

In support of our request we provide the following information.

In 1987, under a Labor government, the Public Works Department, in a letter to the
Department of Education, stated

“ Wetland 147 is a small complex wetland in excellent condition, great
aesthetic value and a significant wildlife habitat. The entire area has a high
water table and fragile alluvial sands which when disturbed are highly
erodable. The long term viability of the wetland ecosystem would be
threatened if part of the wetland was developed. The size and location of
wetland 147 is critical. Wetland plants are especially vulnerable to local and
wider extinctions due to losses of this highly selective environment.

Clearly the site would require clearing, draining and filling as it is in a
flood fringe area.

It is therefore recommended that alternative flood free land not affected by
SEPP 14 be investigated.”

This did not sit well with Richmond River Shire Council!

Throughout 1987-1988 the council developed a “Forward Planning Strategy” for Evans
Head. Pivotal to this strategy was that council obtain the current Evans Head Primary
School site for development as a SHOPPING COMPLEX! The only way this could happen
was for the Primary School to be moved to Portion 518, of which at the time approximately
50% was within Wetland 147. The council resolved, in secret meetings, to seek a
redefinition of the boundary of Wetland 147 to allow this to happen. We enclose a copy of

- REPORT OF POLICY COMMITTEE submitted to RRSC meeting 17/5/88

and adopted.
- PRINCIPAL PLANNING OFFICER’S  submitted to Policy Committee 3/5/88
REPORT TO POLICY COMMITTEE ;

- PRESS REPORT, RIVERTOWN TIMES  report of outcome of secret meeting
AUGUST 1988



We have enclosed, for your information, the covering letter from Richmond River Shire -
Council in response to our FOI request together with our response to council highlighting
the alarming gaps in the records and information held by council.

Despite a follow up letter to council on 2 May 1995 we have, as yet, received no response.
Perhaps this and other issues need to be raised with ICAC and/or the Department of Local
Government. .

We thank you in anticipation of an early and positive response to our requests.

For and on behalf of the Committee,

: 1

PAUL REYNOLDS.



There are also photographs of this site taken after heavy rain (a common occurrence in this
part of the state) showing it to be virtually a lake. We would be happy to supply copies of
these. These photographs support the statement in that report that the site is subject to
flooding.

Also enclosed are photographs of open drains constructed by Richmond River Shire
Council on this land. These show quite clearly the standard of work acceptable to, and
undertaken by, Richmond River Shire Council on environmentally sensitive land. The

photographs also illustrate the soil description in the Public Works Department report of
April 1987.

As these works were done prior to the inspection of the site by Department of Planning
officers in June 1989, it is our contention that these works were done in order to diminish,
if not destroy, the environmental importance of the area, and hence to ensure that they
would no longer satisfy the SEPP 14 requirements. However, as the boundary changes
were not gazetted until February 1991, it is our understanding that these works would have
required the concurrence of either the Minister or the Department of Planning.

Richmond River Shire Council have, to date, been unable to supply us with verification of
the concurrence, despite a request under FOI legislation and subsequent correspondence.

If'this work was done without Ministerial or departmental approval, then the council is in
breach of SEPP 14 and must be held to account for their actions.

As you would be aware, Richmond River Shire Council has approved Stage 1 of the “Iron
Gates Development”. As a ‘Condition of Development Approval’ the council has required
the developer to build an access road, linking the development to Wattle Street in Evans
Head, through Wetland 147. As a consequence of this the developer is currently seeking
approval (DA 26/95) for a “compensatory wetland”. The council will now be the authori ty
which decides on approval. This situation is ludicrous and, were it not so serious.
laughable.

The council has already widened and resealed Wattle Street. We wonder “wattle” their
decision be???

We again restate our request that you revoke the boundary change. We also ask that you:

1. Direct Richmond River Shire Council to undertake reparation and rehabilitation of
this site to the state described by Public Works Department in April 1987 at its own
expense.

2 Undertake an immediate, and urgent, comprehensive investigation of Richmond

River Shire Council’s operations and practices in relation to its planning functions.

3. Urgently review legislation affecting the protection of SEPP 14 wetlands so as to
prevent provisions in local government LEP’s which, although purportedly
protecting, allow for the destruction of environmentally sensitive land.

We remind you of the pre-election promises made by Mr Carr in relation to coastal

development and sensitive wetland areas as contained in “LABOR’S VISION FOR THE
NSW COAST”.

The membership of this committee is predominantly made up of parents of children in the
Mid-Richmond area. The members are alarmed that the actions of elected representatives
have, to date, been so at odds with what their children are learning at school in relation to
protection of the environment. We sincerely hope that the implications of a “green
Olympics” extend beyond the boundaries of Sydney.



We ask that you note that the map on page 4 of the Principal Planning Officer’s Report
shows the location of the current Primary School site and Portion 518 along with the
council’s planned rezonings. We ask you to especially note the land council wished to
develop for housing.

This ties in with the Mid-Richmond Demographic Study, conducted in 1994 by Keith
Houghton of Keys Young Pty Ltd, which showed ALL of Wetland 147 s being zoned
“1(d) Urban Investigation”.

Two days after their secret meeting the council wrote to the Department of Education (encl).
The comments of the then Shire Clerk are most instructive about the attitudes of this council
towards environmental protection. We quote:

“...Council believes that the existing reservation represents the best site for
a school in Evans Head despite 50% of it being classified as wetlands,
under S.E.P.P. 14.”

(This is quite astonishing as more than 2ha of the site is a mellon hole swamp)
and

“S .E.P.P. No. 14 does not exclude wetlands from being developed.
Wetlands can be filled and thus destroyed with the consent of Council and
the concurrence of the Department of Environment and Planning subject to
clause 7(2) of the policy...”

The letter from council to the Department of Education dated 30th March 1990 (encl) shows
that council implemented its decision of May 1988 to approach the Department of Planning
to have the boundaries of Wetland 147 redrawn.

On 14 March 1990 council received a letter from the Department of Planning (encl), which
refers to an inspection of the site on 15 June 1989 “...by officers of this department
along with Mr. W. McMahon of Council.”

The letter goes on to state that, as a result of this inspection, :

“The northern boundary of Wetland No. 147 was reassessed on 23
February 1990 by officers of the Department’s Northern Regions Office.
As a result the Department will be recommending the Minister for Planning
remove an area of some 10.87ha from Wetland No. 147. This is on the
basis that the area is substantially wet heath and does not meet the wetland
mapping criteria.”

Surprise, surprise, this is exactly the area of the proposed school site!

We believe that the reasons that this site could have changed SO MUCH between the )"\r
Public Works Department inspection in 1987 and the Department of Planning’s revised <
boundaries of SEPP 14 Wetlands in 1988 (BOTH OF WHICH SAW THIS LAND AS

BEING WORTHY OF INCLUSION IN WETLAND 147) and the site inspection, referred

to above, in June 1989 are:

1. Change of government April 1988.

23 Actions by Richmond River Shire Council.

Below we detail the actions taken by council in relation to this land.

Council has cleared an extensive area of the site bordering Cypress Street (photograph

enclosed). When this visual image is compared with the site description by the Public
Works Department in April 1987 the environmental barbarism of this council is apparent.



